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1 Although there is much evidence on Sasanian kings, we know little about their wives –
not even the two attested ruling queens of the dynasty. Foreign and non-contemporary
narratives  often  help  to  reconstruct  this  female  world,  with  all  the  related
problematics. 
2 Wiesehöfer divides  royal  women  into  three  ‘chronological’  paragraphs,  based  on
primary (i.e., rock reliefs, seals, inscriptions, coins, silver vessels), foreign (including
internal sources but from a different ecumene than the royal one, i.e.,  Greek, Latin,
Jewish, Manichean),  and non-contemporary (e.g.,  Khusraw and a page and al-Ṭabarī ’s 
Taʾriḵ al-rosul wa’l-moluk) sources. 
3 After this very necessary compendium covering most of  the attested women of the
Sasanian dynasty,  a  conclusive  note  follows,  which concludes  that  their  titles  were
linked to social rank rather than family status. Also noteworthy is also the underlining
of how Sasanian women seems to be more meaningfully powerful  than the Arsacid
ones. This is seen in several scenarios, including Sasanian queens having an audience
together with the king, being regents, and last but not least, being crowned queens.
Another interesting aspect raised is the question on the ‘itinerant court’, confirmed by
the fate of the family of Narseh and Peroz. The fact that the court, including Sasanian
royal women, sometimes followed the king while away on war is confirmed by their
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